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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments have been fully considered and are persuasive. A new 
grounds of rejection is presented below. 

Specification 

2. Claims 22 and 23 are objected to because of the following informalities: It is 

recited of "The system of claim 1 " in the preambles which appear to depend upon 

independent claim 19 since it is "a system" whereby independent claim 1 is "a method" 
which are different statutory classes. The examiner is interpreting claims 22 and 23 to 
dependent upon claim 19. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 19-23 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Serret-Avilia et al, U.S. Patent 6,785,815. 

As per claims 19 and 25, Serret-Avilia et al teaches of a system for encoding 
digital data comprising a memory for partitioning the digital data into a plurality of blocks 
including a first block and second block. A processor for extracting signature 
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information from a first one of the blocks and embedding the signature information in the 
second block (col. 12, lines 30-45; col. 13, lines 1-20; and col. 18, lines 16-28). 

As per claim 20, Serret-Avilia et al discloses of employing a data hiding algorithm 
to embed the signature information in the second block (col. 12, lines 30-45). 

As per claim 21 , it is taught by Serret-Avilia et al that a memory stores the digital 
data expressed in the frequency domain with corresponding frequency coefficients and 
wherein the data processor includes an extraction algorithm that uses a selected portion 
of the frequency coefficients to generate the signature information (col. 13, lines 32-46 
and col. 19, lines 20-42). 

As per claim 22, Serret-Avilia et al discloses that memory expresses the plurality 
of blocks geometrically and the processor accesses the memory to define the first 
second blocks and second blocks such that the distance between the first and second 
blocks are maximized (col. 13, lines 32-46). 

As per claim 23, Serret-Avilia et al teaches that a processor accesses the 
memory to define the first and second blocks in a circular strategy whereby that first 
block both provides signature information to and receives signatures information from a 
linked lists of blocks containing at least one third block all defined in the memory (col. 
13, lines 32-46 and col. 19, lines 20-42). 



4. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-18 and 24 are allowed. 
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5. It was not found to be taught in the prior art of partitioning data into a plurality of 
blocks, extracting signature information stored in a first one of the blocks, selecting a 



second block as a masking block, and embedding the signature information of the first 
block in the masking block. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher A. Revak whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3794. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 6:30am-3:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ayaz Sheikh can be reached on 571-272-3795. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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